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MANAGEMENT SCIENCE 

Management science, any application of science 

to the study of management. Originally a synonym 

for operations research, the term management 

science (often used in the plural) now designates 

a distinct field. Whereas operations research    

affords analytic data, statistics, and methods to     

increase the efficiency of management systems, 

management science applies these tools in such 

fields as data mining, engineering, economic    

forecasting, and logistics. 

Management science initially included any         

application of science to management problems or 

to the process of management itself; it thus          

encompassed operations research, systems    

analysis, and the study of                                 

management–information systems.  

Management science could include the study of all 

activities of groups that entail a managerial      

function, it generally entails the following: (1)    

discovering, developing, defining, and evaluating 

the goals of the organization and the alternative 

policies that will lead toward the goals, (2) getting 

the organization to adopt the policies, (3)        

scrutinizing the effectiveness of the policies that 

are adopted, and (4) initiating steps to change  

policies that are ineffective or inadequately       

effective. Management science often has drawn 

its concepts and methods from the older            

disciplines of economics, business administration 

psychology, sociology, and mathematics. 
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